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ASSISTANT ACCOUNTS OFFICER (CIVIL) EXAMINATION

OCTOBER, 2014

PRECIS AND DRAFT

Maximum Marks : 100

Note : 1. While evaluating the question on précis and drafting, the candidates would

be evaluated for their understanding and ability to express the same in
short sentences using simple words. He would not be expected to
reproduce the passage selectively.

2. This question paper contains 7 questions and 4 pages.
3. All the questions are compulsory.

Write a précis of the following passage and give a suitable title:
(25 marks)
The education system in our country is largely dysfunctional,
from schools to universities. And this dysfunctionality is because
of the system, not despite it. Our system is now designed to
produce bad quality. Unless we face up to this fact, we wil]
continue to produce unemployables. There are three wings of the
system. Government run, Government aided and private.
Government run institutions at the central level like IITs and
central universities are working well because they get very good
students and are well funded. State Government run and aided
insitutions are mostly declining. Private ones are profiferating in
quantity to meet the unmet need- and cater to those running away
from collapsing Government run and aided system-but are also
mostly of poor quality.

In response to poor quality institutions in both Government
and private sectors, private tutions have become the way to ensure
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clearing of exams. Consequently, in most institutions little
teaching or learning is going on. This sets in motion its own set
of consequences. Teachers, especially in Government and
Government aided institutions, indulge in a second vocation of
tuitions or something else. In aided institutions, though the salaries
of the teachers are good, funds for running the institutions are
scarce. Government stranglehold on education is complete.
Irrelevant systems exist which largely delay the appointment of
{he teachers. Government running a licence raj and making rules
that are supposed to improve quality but only increase costs and
cause delays, management who are not education but money
minded, teachers who do not want to work or upgrade themselves
and students who are seeking degrees, not learning.

University governance structures and the teachers being
clected for them have led to universities being controlled by the
politicians rather than academicians. Universities often dilute
the academic standards so that colleges can function without
adequate facilities. Also, evaluation is error prone because a
coterie of bad teachers is usually doing the evaluation at breakneck
speed.

There is a new scheme-Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) that would move the bulk of allocation of funds to
colleges from UGC to State Governments. This may result in badly
run institutions controlled by politicians cornering most of the
funds. The mother of all whimsicality of course was the four
year undergraduate course at Delhi University. All this has created
a situation where honest institutions find it hard to operate and
dishonest institutions flourish.

There is, however, a way forward. And we say this with
confidence because we run Government aided ‘A’ grade
institutions. Essentially, the soluctions in our view lie in, first,
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lifting the heavy hand of the Government from education.
Decision on starting and expanding an institution should be left
to the institutions, especially for instituitions with a good track
record. Second, disband ‘electrol’ institutions in universities and
empower ‘academic’ vice-chancellors. Third, give Government
aid to A grade institutions and stop giving it to non performing
institutions. Fourth, move to a tenure track mode of selecting
teachers asin US and Europe. Presently, they are simply confirmed
after a year. Given the bad quality of governancé, this has the
potential of turning away good teachers from teaching altogether.
Fifth, get the corporate sector involved in starting or supporting
institutions from schools to universities. They should use their
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds for this purpose.

A hunger for education amongst the disadvantagéd is palpable.
Education is the root for social mobility. And they are going to
great lengths for it, making great sacrifices for it. We must not let
them down. With a new dispensation in power, let us hope there
is serious reform of the education system. One, like that done to
industry in 1991, is long overdue.

Answer the following questions on the basis of the passage above.
The answer should be approximately in 50.to 75 words each.

(5x3=15 marks)
(a) ‘The education system in our country is largely dysfunctional,

from schools to universities’, give two reason to support this
argument.

(b) What are the reforms that would improve the education system

in India? Suggest any three reforms.

(c) What is the new scheme launched by the Central Government
that would affect the quality &f higher education adversely
and how?
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. Draft a D.O. letter from the Secretary, Department of Higher
Education to the Chairman, University Grants Commission to
devise a policy roadmap to imporve the standards of higher
education in India. (20 marks)

. “How far the current Government’s emphasis on punctuality will
improve the productivity and efficiency of Government
functioning?” please comment in approximately 150 words.

(25 marks)

Complete the following sentences with appropriate prepositions.
(5 marks)

(i) Donot fail ..coccevnncnes learn your lessons.
(ii) This is the pen that she has been searching........cceeeeeeeee
(iii) She put the book.......cccco.env. her pillow.
(iv) Tumleft .coviisnes the next crossing.
(v) He was happy t0 be.....ccveueiecncs his friends again.

. Fill in the blanks with correct conjunctions.

(5 marks)

(i) Hehasbeenill ....cccccoeenne he came here.
(i) Heisclever .....ccconinnns his brother.
(iii) Walk quickly......cococsvnene you will miss the bus.
(iv) Heisrich......cccennn he is discontented.
(v) The father..........c...... the son was arrested.
. Use appropriate form of verb. (5 marks)
(i) Please sit at the table when you........cc..co... (eat)
(i1) The old man was........... by some strangers witha stick. (beat)
(iii) -Alms are......ccconeuens to the beggars. (give)
(iv) The cattle are.....ccooeeveneee in the field. (graze)
(v) Dholuwill ..cccecvvecianee. the pony. (bring)
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